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(Capsule)

Magruder House

This house evolved out of a2 one-story log house which had a loft above
and a stone wall cellar below, The single room dowvnstairs was heated by a
hearth served by an end chimmey. Later additions on either end utilized both
post-and-beam construction and modern baloon framing. Consequently in a
single building, the three major types of wood construction can be seen.

Although three generations of a black family have lived here since the
Early Twentieth Century, the home was owned previously by a white family
nameé Magruder. Their ownership has been traced back into the 1870"'s.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house exists in three distinct sections, each of which represents
a major construction technique for the wooden houses found in Calvert County.
Those techniques are log, post-and-beam, and balloon frame.

What is presumed to be the oldest portion of the house is the center
section which is made of logs. It is a single story with a gable end roof
containing a single room lighted by a single dormer on the west side. There
is a single room below heated by a hearth served by a chimney on the south
end. A deep cellar with stone walls is bene.th this room and is entered
by an exterior entrance on the east side. The walls are made of squared logs
joined via half-dovetail joints. Mortar fills in between the logs, and hair
plaster finished the interior walls,

A two story addition on the north end utilizes post-and-beam construction
(ie. hewn beams joined via mortise-tenon with trunnels, uprights supported by
angle braces, etc.) and contains 11 and parlor with a single room above.
The hall contains & hung stairs and adjoins the log portion. A door beneath
the stairs connects the two buildings. TFireplaces heat the rooms of the norih
addition and . served by a large chimmey on the north end.

The windows in this wing are 6/6, as they are in the west window of the
log portion.

The roof is gable end and clapboards cover all three sections. They are
attached with cut nails,

An addition on the south end is balloon frame and appears to have contained
the last kitchen. A flu-~hole in the north wall feeds into the chimmey of the
log room,

The present owner, Mr. McKinley Johnson, says that three generations of
his family have lived here. The Johnsons are a black family. Mr. Johnson's
grandfather, Benson Johnson, bought this property containing 104 acres from
Mrse Go L. Buckmaster in 1913, Buckmaster's acquired the property in 1905
from the heirs of Jolm A, Magruder. Mr., Johnson says that this was always
knowhh as the Magruder home, and they were a white family.

John Magruder's residence is mentioned in Deed SS 5/263 (August 18, 1882)
as does an 1874 mortgage in S8 1/376. Magruder is a grantor in AAH 4/376
(September 16, 1874.)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house evolved out of a one-story log house which had a loft abeve
and a stone wall cellar below, The single room downstairs was heated by a
hearth served by an end chimmey. Later additions on either end utilized both
post-and-beam construction and modern balloon framing. Consequently in a single
building, the three major types of wood construction can be seen.

Although three generations of a black family have lived here since the
Barly Twemtieth Century, the home was owned previously by a white family named
Magruder. Their ownership has been traced back into the 1870's.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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